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and mentioned to Richelieu, that the King, having only
just emerged from the errors of heresy, was giving himself
over to the temptations of the flesh and surrendering to a
life of pleasure. Was it not a risk, he added, that such
conduct would lead him astray and drive him back to
his former errors?
But the abbe, loyal to his sovereign, defended him, plead-
ing his cause with such skill that the Pope at last approved
the improvised defence with a smile and a light word.
The young ecclesiastic lost no chances of showing off
his powers. He enjoyed dazzling, and even amazing,
other men. Richelieu was not one of those who despise
memory as a secondary quality. Contrary to the declara-
tion of Rapin, there is ample evidence that he could be
proud of his own, and that its swiftness and accuracy were
exceptional. He won much admiration at the Court of
Rome by aid of those feats to which he had trained him-
self. He amused himself one day by repeating, from start
to finish and word for word, a long homily which he had
just heard at a service. The feat caused a sensation. When
news of it reached the Pope, he was curious, and asked
the abbe to repeat the oration to him. Richelieu did so at
once; and forthwith composed and delivered a new
sermon on the same theme, so packed with quotations and
vigorous in ideas, so moving and so profound, that his
listeners felt they had witnessed a miracle.
He may have been slightly bemused by applause, and
by the manifest friendliness of the Sovereign Pontiff, but
he did not forget the reason for his coming to Rome. The
Pope had shown too much sympathy to refuse Richelieu
the dispensation he sought. It was granted, and the Holy
Father added, as high eulogy, the comment: 'Aequum est
ut qui supra aetatem sapis infra aetatem ordineris* Some
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